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COMMENTS OF THE MARYLAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

On April 14, 2025, the Maryland Office of People's Counsel (“OPC”), joined by several
other PJM states’ consumer advocates (the “Joint Consumer Advocates” or “JCA”), filed a
complaint with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC” or “Commission”)
contending that PJM’s most recent capacity auction imposes unjust and unreasonable charges on
ratepayers (“JCA Complaint”). The Maryland Public Service Commission (“Maryland PSC”)
timely intervened in this proceeding on May 1, 2025, and respectfully requests that the
Commission accept these comments supporting the JCA’s Complaint as comments
supplementing Maryland PSC’s intervention.t

. Good Cause for Acceptance

There i1s good cause for the Commission to accept Maryland PSC’s comments
supplementing its intervention. Maryland PSC timely filed a timely intervention on May 1, 2025,
but did not file comments at that time because it was evaluating whether filings in other,
presumably related, dockets would obviate the need to comment here. Having reviewed a
number of filings related to this matter, Maryland PSC concludes that the various filings do not

obviate its support for the JCA Complaint in this case. No party will be prejudiced by accepting

! The Commission has found good cause exists to accept comments and other pleadings when such pleadings leads
to a more accurate and complete record, helps the Commission understand the issues, clarifies certain errors and
misstatements, responds to new issues raised, or provides useful and relevant information that will assist the
Commission in its decision-making process. Cf, e.g., Entergy Servs., Inc. 124 FERC {61,020, at P 15 (2008); 1SO
New England Inc., 123 FERC 1 61,290, at P 12 (2008).



Maryland PSC comments, and these comments may assist the Commission in reaching a fully-
informed decision on this matter.
1. Maryland PSC Comments

The JCA Complaint is attributed, in part, to PJIM not accounting for the Brandon Shores
and Wagner plants as available capacity resources in the capacity market for the 2025/2026
Delivery Year. These plants will however be capable of providing capacity for Maryland’s
electric customers as a result of the settlement agreement entered between the plants’ owner and
a broad group of stakeholders, including the Maryland PSC. That settlement agreement was
approved by the Commission on May 1, 2025.

In their Complaint, the Joint Consumer Advocates observe that PJM has proposed—and
FERC has accepted—several changes to the rules governing upcoming PJM capacity market
auctions. Those changes, the JCA argue, seek to address what they view as widely acknowledged
flaws in the Reliability Pricing Model (RPM) auction design. But the acceptance of those
changes—they argue—does not address last summer’s auction, in which the price tag for PJM-
wide capacity costs rose from $2.2 billion to $14.7 billion, which will in turn cost individual
customers hundreds of additional dollars each year.®

The Maryland PSC supports the Maryland OPC's and JCA’s position that the
Commission must override the outcomes of PJM's markets when it finds that ratepayers — and
particularly Maryland ratepayers — will be overcharged and seeks a thorough and timely
investigation by the Commission on this matter in the interest of applying just and reasonable
rates.

1. Conclusion

H. A Wagner LLC, Brandon Shores LLC, 191 FERC { 61,098 (2025).
3 see JCA Complaint at 2-3.



For the foregoing reasons, Maryland PSC respectfully requests that the Commission

consider these comments in connection with its review of the JCA Complaint.
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